
 

Backgrounder 

Chippewa of the Thames First Nation is located, some 30 kilometers south-west of London Ontario. It is 

located on the bank of the Thames River and has a population of fewer than 3,000 citizens. 

The ancestors of the Chippewa entered into treaty discussions with the British Crown in 1818 and those 

talks were concluded in 1822 with the Longwoods Treaty. The Longwood Treaty; encompasses an area 

north of Thames river, following the windings of the Thames. The western border is approximately at 

New Fairfield with the eastern border near the city of London, Ontario. It encompasses an area of 

approximately 900 square miles. 

Enbridge applied to the National Energy Board for permission to transport liquefied Bitumen through an 

aging pipeline and to reverse the direction of the flow. The pipeline runs from Montreal to Sarnia and  

Enbridge has broken line 9 into a number of segments. 

Line 9B traverses the Longwood Treaty area and crosses the Thames River north of London, within the 

Longwoods Treaty Area. Because of the infringement of Chippewa Aboriginal and Treaty rights within 

the Longwoods tract, The Chippewa of the Thames argued before the National Energy Board; that the 

Federal Government has the legal responsibility to consult and not Corporations and proponents. 

In April 2013, Chippewa of the Thames applied to the National Energy Board for intervener status. 

In October 2013, Chippewa made presentation before the Nation Energy Board.  

In March 2014, the National Energy Board approved the Line 9 reversal and capacity increase with a 

number of conditions. 

In June 2014, Chippewa was granted leave to appeal by the Federal Court of Appeal of the National 

Energy Board decision to approve the Enbridge Line 9B application with conditions. 

Chippewa argued in Federal Court on June 16, 2015 that the Crown has the duty and obligation to 

consult and that the Federal Crown cannot use the National Energy Process to circumvent that 

obligation.  

The Federal Court of Appeal has not as, yet made a determination on Chippewa of the Thames 

application.  

On October 1, 2015, the National Energy Board announces that Line 9 has been approved.  

 

 

 


