
From the Ogimaa Kwe (woman chief)   Bulletin #5 – Nov.16, 2015 

Boozhoo Kina Weya (Hello Everyone), 

New Executive Administrator Begins November 16, 2015 

I would like to welcome Mark French, Chippewas of the Thames First Nation 

citizen, to the role of Executive Administrator.  Chief and Council look 

forward to working with him on nation priorities and commitments over the 

next term.  He begins his appointment Monday, November 16, 2015. 

I would also like to thank Brenda French who was the Acting Executive 

Administrator since March 2015.  We appreciate all the work and time she 

has put in to overseeing the Nation’s administration while still managing her 

workload as the Finance Director.  Miigwech Brenda! 

Chippewa is going to the Supreme Court 

On November 3, 2015, a Special Council Meeting was held to discuss options after 

the Federal Court of Appeal dismissed Chippewas of the Thames First Nation’s case 

against the National Energy Board, Enbridge, and the Federal Government for not 

fulfilling their duty to consult as per the Constitution Section 35.    

Nahwegahbow Corbiere, our legal counsel, provided a summary of: the 3 member 

panel of judges’ Majority and Dissent decision statements; impacts of the decision 

to COTTFN and other First Nations; steps to make application for Leave to Appeal to 

the Supreme Court and estimated costs to undertake the appeal.   

On November 9, 2015, a community engagement session was held to go over the 

case and the dismissal.  Members present at the meeting unanimously agreed that 

COTTFN must continue the fight to the Supreme Court.  A final decision in the form 

of a BCR was made by council at a November 12, 2015 meeting to submit an 

application for Leave to Appeal to the Supreme Court.   

We are encouraging all COTTFN citizens to become aware of the facts leading up to 

this decision and share the information with neighbours, family and Canadians.  A 

public relations campaign for support will be launched immediately.   More 

information will be posted on www.cottfn.com.       -   Chief Leslee White-Eye 

  

 

1. Upcoming Regular Council 

Meetings 

Regular Council Meetings are 

changed due to Chiefs Special 

Assembly scheduled for 

November 24-26, 2015 in 

Toronto.   

The next regular council 
meetings are changed to the 
following dates:  
 
December 1, 2015 – 6 pm 
 
December 15, 2015 – 6 pm 
 
2. Elders’ Discussion Dec.17 

9am to 11 am @ Council 

Chambers AGM 

Chief and Council invite Elder’s 

to continue the discussion on 

cultural protocols for the 

nation.  Refreshments provided. 

Please call if you need 

transportation.  

3. Sat. Dec. 5 - Community 

Event – Xmas Gesture and 

Children’s Xmas Party 

Activities scheduled for that 

day: 

-Dev Corp AGM 9-10:30am 

-Tobacco Strategy Presentation 
10:30 -11:30 am 

-Children’s Xmas Party 11:30 am to 
2:30 pm with lunch at 11:30 am 

-Xmas Gesture check pickup 9am -
4pm 

http://www.cottfn.com/


Council Brief

Green Lane Landfill Site 

On April 7, 2007, COTTFN, the Oneida Nation of the 

Thames and the City of Toronto signed a 

Community Benefits Agreement (CBA) to provide 

benefits and compensate the First Nations for 

impacts from the operation of the Green Lane 

Landfill Site.   

As a result, a FN Liaison Committee was created to 

monitor the management of the Green Lane 

Landfill site which Chippewa has representation.  

Also, the City agreed to make monthly payments to 

the First Nations based on the amount of waste 

landfilled at the site.  Negotiated were annual 

payments totaling 4% of the city’s contribution to 

Green Lane’s gross revenues to be shared by 

Oneida and Chippewa and be distributed through a 

non-share capital corporation.   

Negotiations on a revenue sharing formula 

between COTTFN and Oneida was concluded in 

May 2014 based on Chippewa receiving 40% and 

Oneida receiving 60% of 90% of both accumulated 

and future revenues, while the remaining 10% is 

also to be divided 40/60 earmarked for a ‘Future 

Generations’ fund through a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU).   

Currently, both Chippewa and Oneida are working 

to have the 2007 CBA changed so that 

disbursements come directly to the nation instead 

of a separate corporate entity and to safeguard 

annual revenue funds from taxation.   The current 

structure in the CBA makes these funds taxable.   

Approximately $700,000 is being held in a trust 

account of legal counsel pending resolution of the 

issues.  Discussions with the City are being planned.   

 

 

Tri-Council Meeting sets the stage for Future 

Collaboration  

On November 9, 2015 a tri-council meeting was 
held by Chief Thomas of Munsee-Delaware Nation, 
Chief Doxtator of Oneida Nation of the Thames and 
Chief White-Eye of Chippewas of the Thames First 
Nation to explore future opportunities to work 
together on some key priorities.   
 
Each council is to identify their top 3 priorities from 
the meeting to be discussed on November 30, 
2015.   Lead councilors will be assigned to lead the 
work of the Tri-Council Table after the priorities are 
identified.   
 
Committee Update and Upcoming Budget Sessions 

On December 3-4, 2015 Council will begin 

deliberating on budgets for 2016-2017 fiscal year.  

Also, some committees will be looking for members 

to sit on them.  Look for postings at 

www.cottfn.com or in the Mazinigan.  

Remembrance Day Ceremonies held November 11, 

2015   

Thank you to Monty McGahey Sr. for organizing a 
wonderful event with staff and youth volunteers 
this year.  A beautiful hand drum song was song by 
Courtney Riley, along with the singing of Canada’s 
national anthem in Ojibwe by the grade ¾ class 
from Antler River Elementary and Cheryl Riley.  Also 
In Flanders Field was recited by a senior student of 
Antler River Elementary along with a sharing of our 
story related to the War of 1812 by Nancy Deleary.    
It was a beautiful day of Remembrance.   
 

Treaty Awareness – Telling Our Story at Deshkan Ziibi       
Chippewas of the Thames First Nation (COTTFN) is an 

Ojibway community established in 1760 along the banks of the 

Thames River of which Chippewa is claiming title of the 

Thames waterbed. The land base comprises 3,331 hectares of 

unceded land in Southwestern Ontario.  

For more information, please contact Kelly Riley, Acting 

Director of Lands & Environment, 519-289-2662

 

http://www.cottfn.com/

